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CITIZEN
JOURNALISM: A
THREAT OR AN ASSET
TO TRADITIONAL
MEDIA?
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ith the rise of social media and smartphones,
anyone can now report news instantly.
Citizen journalism has become a powerful
force, allowing ordinary people to document
events in real time, often before traditional
media outlets.
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While some view this democratization of information
as a victory for free speech and transparency, others
argue that the lack of journalistic training and ethical
guidelines can lead to misinformation and biased
reporting

Is citizen  journalism strengthening
democracy, or does it pose a risk to the
integrity of professional media?

Citizen journalism has gained prominence due to
several key factors: the ubiquity of smartphones and
social media (platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and
TikTok enable individuals to share news instantly),
the decline of traditional newsrooms and political
and social movements.

During the Arab Spring (2010-
2012), citizen journalists played a
crucial role in documenting
protests and government
crackdowns, using platforms like
YouTube and Twitter to bypass
state-controlled media.

Even though there are challenges to
Citizen Journalism, let’s talk about the
benefits.

To mention the advantages, it does
increase media diversity citizen
reporters provide perspectives that
traditional media might ignore. It does
hold also governments accountable : in
authoritarian regimes, citizen journalists
expose censorship and human rights
violations.

Citizen journalism is neither inherently
good nor bad—it depends on how it is
practiced. While it democratizes
information and gives a voice to
marginalized communities, its
credibility relies on ethical reporting
and verification processes.
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