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DOES RELIGION
STILL HAVE A PLACE
IN THE WESTERN
MEDIAS ?
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eligion is an undeniable social fact, as the
French  sociologist Emile  Durkheim
emphasized. It is, in his view, a product of
society itself, reflecting and reinforcing social
bonds. In this way, it transcends differences,
providing individuals with a common base of
values.

Religion has always been an important social
fact in Western societies, whether for
Christianity, Judaism or Islam, to name but
three monotheistic religions.

And yet, while religion still occupies an important
place in society, its portrayal in the Western media
has been questioned for many years. Guy Golan, a
lecturer in communications and media studies, even
talks about two concepts that are difficult to
reconcile : religion is often distorted in the media for
a multiple of reasons, whether out of false
convictions or by dramatizing religion in order to sell
newspaper or attract viewers.
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With the exception of certain
programs, plays and films,
religious issues are almost always
approached through the prism of
polemics and exploited for the
benefit of supposedly
“civilisational” conflicts.

Thus, the Christian religion is reduced
to its mosts sordid affairs, Judaism to
anti-Semitism and Islam to terrorism.

Spirituality, the quest for meaning and
the convergence of values between all
these religions have  become
incompatible with the media frenzy and
the constant search for polemics, which
are far more commerecial.

Finally, religion still has a place in the
Western media, but in a reduced space
where the long term is still possible.
Cinema, books, educational programs
and broadcasts are still places where
religion can be expressed. We need to be
able to discuss these issues in a calm and
peaceful manner.



