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RELIGIONS AND THE ==
MEDIA IN EUROPE:
BETWEEN VISIBILITY
AND CONTROVERSY

eligions occupy a special place in the
European media. They are in turn the subject
of information, debate and controversy.

CO-EXIST

While some denounce the over-mediatization of
religious subjects through the prism of conflict or
scandal, others feel that the media do not give
sufficient visibility to spiritual practices and their
cultural and social dimension.

What place do religions occupy in the

European media?

The way in which religions are covered by the media
varies considerably across Europe, depending on
cultural traditions and political contexts. In countries
with a Catholic tradition, such as Italy, Spain and
France, Christianity continues to feature prominently
in the media, whether for major religious festivals or
the Vatican's stance on social issues, whereas in the
Czech Republic, Estonia and Sweden, the media
remain detached from religion.

challenge for the future.

The media play a key role in
shaping the public image of
religions. However, their treatment
oscillates between neutral
information and sensationalism.

Indeed, while some media seek to offer
in-depth analyses of religious traditions,
their history and their influence on
culture and society, the trend is towards
controversy. Other media favour an
emotional treatment, associating
religion with questions of security or
identity. This reinforces divisions within
society.

With traditional media losing visibility,
the visibility of religions has shifted to
social networks and other digital
platforms, where formats allow religious
issues to be addressed in ways other
than controversy.

While some religious traditions enjoy
stable media coverage, others suffer
from more biased or sensationalist
treatment. With the spread of
secularization and the transformation of
information systems, representation of
religion in the media remains a major
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