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INTERCULTURALITY
AND RELIGION:
WHEN TRADITIONS
MEET

n an increasingly globalized world, cultural
and religious traditions constantly interact,
influencing one another in complex ways.

While some see these exchanges as a threat to
religious identity, others view them as an opportunity
for enrichment and mutual understanding. 

Cultural appropriation and religious
identity in multicultural societies are the
biggest challenges. For the first one, the
commercialization of spiritual practices
sometimes detaches them from their
religious origins. For the second one,
some groups feel their traditions are
diluted or misunderstood, leading to
resistance or withdrawal.  

How does interculturality shape religious
practices, and what challenges arise from
these encounters?

Despite its benefits, the
intersection of religion and culture
can create tensions such as cultural
appropriation or religious identity
in multicultural societies. 

. 

To foster peaceful coexistence, societies
must promote intercultural dialogue
such as events and forums where
religious communities share
perspectives help build bridges. 
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Religious traditions do not exist in isolation; they are
deeply intertwined with cultural norms. 
Adaptation to local customs : many religious
practices evolve to align with cultural traditions,
such as Christmas celebrations varying between
countries.
Religious syncretism: in some regions, religions
merge with local beliefs, such as Afro-Caribbean
religions blending Catholicism with indigenous
traditions.
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Interculturality is both a challenge and
an opportunity for religious traditions.
Rather than fearing change, embracing
dialogue can lead to a richer, more
inclusive society where traditions coexist
and evolve. 


